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little off-kilter about the Super Bowl this year, something that
spoke more to the people who fill the seats at Gillette Stadium
than to the game’s actual players and coaches. Maybe it was the
Kaepernick blackout. Maybe it was Vice President Joe Biden
spouting the booed advice of the NFL players. Maybe it was

President Obama, as he came to the Super Bowl for the first time

since he left the White House, showing that he still cares. Or

maybe it was the in-game entertainment, one of the better
moments of the night, when David Crosby strolled onto the field to
jam with the band of the New England Patriots. The NFL could have
easily buried the history of Crosby’s career by not bringing him out

on the field at halftime. Indeed, Crosby played in five All-Star

Games, four Super Bowls, and the 1972 Summer Olympics while

still a high school athlete, so he has more credentials than any of

the Super Bowl performers. But Crosby is a fallen hero, one of

music’s best lost treasures, so his appearance was something of a

coup. It was an astonishing display of musical excellence, one that

was rousing for Crosby, who looks frail at 72, but whom the two
drummers, Virgil Donati and Brian Blade, pumped up through the
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